President’s report to the ESN council meeting and to the ESN Membership General Business Meeting held in Innsbruck August 25, 2005

During the past years ESN was undergoing significant changes.
1.) ESN became a charity, collecting a membership fee. 

2.) This required to renew the membership list, asking everybody listed whether or not he/she would maintain his/her membership und would be prepared to pay the fee

3.)  The biennial ESN meetings obtained a new format, changing from a ‘General Meeting’ covering a multitude of topics to ‘Small Conferences’ focussing on ‘Advances in Molecular Mechanisms of Neurological Disorders’.

These changes, though requiring much hard work, were brought about successfully. They are not altogether completed yet. Especially the membership fee does not yet come in smoothly. There is a fundamental problem with the bank which seems to be not very cooperative. 
ESN is now an attractive scientific society offering

· Assistance for the organisation of ‘Small conferences’, which cover molecular aspects of  neurodegenerative diseases, organised under the auspices of ESN

· Travel assistance for young neurochemists (below 35 years of age) for attending the biennial meetings
· Subscription for the Journal of Neurochemistry for a significantly reduced rate

· Participation in the European and International network of Neurochemists
We thank all colleagues who contributed to ESN over the past years. Special thanks to the outgoing officers and council members!
